
1474 Venetian Patent Statute

• Applied to any new and ingenious 
contrivances not made before in the Dominion

• Invention must have been perfected 

• Application to the government 

• Ten year exclusive right to make and operate 
the invention

• Monetary damages for infringement and right 
to destroy any infringing devices

• Government march in rights/compulsory 
license



Statute of Monopolies 1623

Proviso for future Patents for 14 Years or less, for new Inventions (Sec. 6)

[This prohibition]

shall not extend to any letters patents (b) and grants of privilege for the term of
fourteen years or under, hereafter to be made, of the sole working or making of any
manner of new manufactures within this realm (c) to the true and first inventor (d) and
inventors of such manufactures, which others at the time of making such letters patents
and grants shall not use (e), so as also they be not contrary to the law nor mischievous
to the state by raising prices of commodities at home, or hurt of trade, or generally
inconvenient (f): the same fourteen years to be acccounted from the date of the first
letters patents or grant of such privilege hereafter to be made ….



Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property of 1883

“The Paris Convention, adopted in 1883, applies to industrial property in the widest sense, 
including patents, trademarks, industrial designs, utility models, service marks, trade names, geographical 

indications and the repression of unfair competition. This international agreement was the first major step taken to 
help creators ensure that their intellectual works were protected in other countries.”

https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/paris/

https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/paris/


John Marshall Thacher
1874-1875 • First Examiner of Patent Interferences.

• Studied law in the evenings while working for the 
Patent Office.

• In 1873, he was commissioned by the President to 
represent the United States at the Vienna 
Exposition and, eventually, the formal 
negotiations. 

• In the beginning, Mr. Thacher attended the 
meetings as a private citizen.

Commissioner, Patent Office



Rise in Patent Applications – Top 5 Offices
(2019 WIPO Indicators) 



Patent Applications by Region
(2019 WIPO Indicators)



Patent Applications by Income Group
(2019 WIPO Indicators)



Patent Applications by Origin
(2019 WIPO Indicators)



International Patent Law: The Current Treaty 
Environment

u Key Multilateral Patent Treaties:
u Paris Convention 
u Patent Cooperation Treaty 
u Patent Law Treaty
u Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property (TRIPS)
u Convention on Biological Diversity/Nagoya 

Protocol
u International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture

u Key Regional Patent Treaties:
u European Patent Convention
u European Union Biotech Directive

u Key Individual Patent Countries:
u United States
u Japan
u India
u China
u South Korea

u Bilateral/Regional Free Trade Agreements

u Multinational Patent Litigation
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